
Low Water Use Trees  
 Recommended for Rancho Santa Fe Landscapes 

Small Landscape Trees - 35 Feet or Less       

Tree Name Height x Width Spacing 
Deciduous  
or Evergreen 

Growth/Year 
Minimum Distance From 
Dripline to House for 
Fire Safety 

Austrailian Willow 

Geijera parviflora 

20'-35' Tall 
15'-20' Wide 

20'-25' E 24”-36" 10' 

Catalina Cherry 

Prunus ilicifolia ssp lyonii 

15'-30' Tall 
15'-20' Wide 

20'-25' E 24" 10' 

Chilean Mesquite 

Prosopis chilensis 

25'-30' Tall 
25'-30' Wide 

30'-35' D 24”-36" 10' 

Chitalpa 

Chitalpa tashkentensis 

20'-35' Tall 
20'-30' Wide 

25'-35' D 24" 10' 

Gold Medallion 

Cassia leptophylla  

20'-35' Tall 
15'-20' Wide 

20'-25' D 24”-36" 10' 

Peppermint Willow 

Agonis flexuosa 

20'-35' Tall 
15'-20' Wide 

20'-25' E 24”-36" 10' 

Purple Jacaranda 

Jacaranda mimosifolia 

20'-35' Tall 
15'-20' Wide 

20'-25' D 24”-36" 10' 

Marina Strawberry 

Arbutus x andrachnoides 'Marina' 

20'-35' Tall 
20'-30' Wide 

25'-35' E 12" -24" 10' 

Weeping Acacia* 

Acacia pendula 

15'-25' Tall 
12'-15' Wide 

20'-25' E 12" 10' 

Willow Acacia* 

Acacia salicina 

25'-35' Tall 
20'-30' Wide 

25'-35' E 12"-24" 10' 

Mid Height Canopy Trees - 30 Feet - 60 Feet      

Tree Name Height x Width Spacing 
Deciduous  
or Evergreen 

Growth/Year 
Minimum Distance From 
Dripline to House for 
Fire Safety 

Brisbane Box 

Lophostemon confertus 

30'-40' Tall 
20'-30' Wide 

25'-35' E 24"-36" 10' 

California Pepper* 

Schinus molle 

30'-50' Tall 
15'-30' Wide 

25'-35' E 36" 30'  

Catalina Ironwood 

Lyonothamnus floribundus 

40'-50' Tall 
15'-20' Wide 

20'-25' E 24"  10' 

Chinese Flame 

Koelreuteria bipinnata 

25'-40' Tall 
20'-30' Wide 

20'-30' D 12"-24" 10' 

Coast Live Oak 

Quercus agrifolia 

30'-70' Tall 
35'-45' Wide 

35'-50' E 24"  10' 

Cork Oak 

Quercus suber 

30'-70' Tall 
20'-30' Wide 

20'-30' E 24" 10' 

Fern Pine 

Podocarpus gracilior 

20'-50' Tall 
15'-20' Wide 

25'-30' E 12"-24" 10' 

Queensland Lace Bark 

Brachychiton discolor 

40'-65' Tall 
20'-30' Wide 

20'-30' E 24"-36" 10' 

Silk Floss 

Ceiba speciosa 

40'-60' Tall 
25'-40' Wide 

30'-40' D 24" 10' 

Tipu Tree 

Tipuana tipu 

30'-50' Tall 
25'-45' Wide 

35'-50' D 24"-36" 10'  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Geijera+parviflora&rlz=1C1WPZB_enUS696US696&biw=1236&bih=877&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjRr5ftlMzRAhUpiVQKHVoJD-wQ_AUIBigB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Geijera+parviflora&rlz=1C1WPZB_enUS696US696&biw=1236&bih=877&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjRr5ftlMzRAhUpiVQKHVoJD-wQ_AUIBigB
https://www.google.com/search?q=prunus+ilicifolia+ssp.+lyonii&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjt8drwt9HRAhUGw2MKHcKnAeMQ_AUICCgB
https://www.google.com/search?q=prunus+ilicifolia+ssp.+lyonii&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjt8drwt9HRAhUGw2MKHcKnAeMQ_AUICCgB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Prosopis+chilensis&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjig4XWttHRAhVL3WMKHUuODmEQ_AUIwwEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Prosopis+chilensis&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjig4XWttHRAhVL3WMKHUuODmEQ_AUIwwEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Chitalpa+tashkentensis&biw=1036&bih=1028&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwikpbDat9HRAhVQ4GMKHSAIDN4Q_AUICCgB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Chitalpa+tashkentensis&biw=1036&bih=1028&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwikpbDat9HRAhVQ4GMKHSAIDN4Q_AUICCgB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Cassia+leptophylla&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj2tOHyttHRAhVU0mMKHftfB6oQ_AUIPigB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Cassia+leptophylla&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj2tOHyttHRAhVU0mMKHftfB6oQ_AUIPigB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Agonis+flexuosa&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwidlO2Lt9HRAhUC0GMKHY2RCmoQ_AUILigB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Agonis+flexuosa&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwidlO2Lt9HRAhUC0GMKHY2RCmoQ_AUILigB
https://www.google.com/search?q=jacaranda+mimosifolia&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjBztabt9HRAhVH6WMKHXt0B0IQ_AUIyAEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=jacaranda+mimosifolia&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjBztabt9HRAhVH6WMKHXt0B0IQ_AUIyAEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=arbutus+marina&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiUvv-st9HRAhVS0GMKHYelBtkQ_AUIxQEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=arbutus+marina&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiUvv-st9HRAhVS0GMKHYelBtkQ_AUIxQEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=acacia+pendula&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjwyb-6t9HRAhVN2WMKHRxOA6oQ_AUICCgB&dpr=0.9
https://www.google.com/search?q=acacia+pendula&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjwyb-6t9HRAhVN2WMKHRxOA6oQ_AUICCgB&dpr=0.9
https://www.google.com/search?q=acacia+salicina&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiE5Y_Ht9HRAhVG22MKHSXEBCoQ_AUIpgEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=acacia+salicina&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiE5Y_Ht9HRAhVG22MKHSXEBCoQ_AUIpgEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Lophostemon+confertus&espv=2&biw=1036&bih=1028&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjH86vytNHRAhUG7WMKHSjTCdsQ_AUIBigB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Lophostemon+confertus&espv=2&biw=1036&bih=1028&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjH86vytNHRAhUG7WMKHSjTCdsQ_AUIBigB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Schinus+molle&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj11ZuCtdHRAhUH22MKHSxICyMQ_AUIfygB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Schinus+molle&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj11ZuCtdHRAhUH22MKHSxICyMQ_AUIfygB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Lyonothamnus+floribundus&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjml7iStdHRAhVK1mMKHSo8BrIQ_AUICCgB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Lyonothamnus+floribundus&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjml7iStdHRAhVK1mMKHSo8BrIQ_AUICCgB
https://www.google.com/search?q=koelreuteria+bipinnata&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiG1qGhtdHRAhUB2mMKHUVqDp8Q_AUIvAEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=koelreuteria+bipinnata&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiG1qGhtdHRAhUB2mMKHUVqDp8Q_AUIvAEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Quercus+agrifolia&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwio-tGstdHRAhVJ6GMKHXQmC78Q_AUI2gEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Quercus+agrifolia&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwio-tGstdHRAhVJ6GMKHXQmC78Q_AUI2gEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Quercus+suber%22&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwizvf64tdHRAhVYzmMKHZijBpEQ_AUI0AEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Quercus+suber%22&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwizvf64tdHRAhVYzmMKHZijBpEQ_AUI0AEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Podocarpus+gracilior&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjzyfXEtdHRAhUOx2MKHaZNDX0Q_AUIrAEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Podocarpus+gracilior&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjzyfXEtdHRAhUOx2MKHaZNDX0Q_AUIrAEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Brachychiton+discolor&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiY-7jTtdHRAhVLImMKHW2QBIcQ_AUIPigB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Brachychiton+discolor&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiY-7jTtdHRAhVLImMKHW2QBIcQ_AUIPigB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Ceiba+speciosa&biw=1036&bih=1028&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiV7Y_jtdHRAhUY0WMKHWeCBPEQ_AUIBigB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Ceiba+speciosa&biw=1036&bih=1028&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiV7Y_jtdHRAhUY0WMKHWeCBPEQ_AUIBigB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Tipuana+tipu&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi22v_ttdHRAhUL42MKHXlGAHUQ_AUICCgB&dpr=0.9
https://www.google.com/search?q=Tipuana+tipu&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi22v_ttdHRAhUL42MKHXlGAHUQ_AUICCgB&dpr=0.9


Tall Skyline Trees - 60 Feet or More  

Tree Name Height x Width Spacing 
Deciduous  
or Evergreen 

Growth/Year 
Minimum Distance From 
Dripline to House for 
Fire Safety 

California Sycamore  
Plantanus racemosa 

50-80' Tall 
25-40' Wide 

20'-30' D > 36" 10' 

Canary Island Pine* 

Pinus canariensis 

50-80' Tall 
35'-60' Wide 

40'-60' E > 36"  30'  

Deodar Cedar* 

Cedrus deodara 

50-70' Tall 
30-40' Wide 

35'-45' E > 36"  30'  

Italian Stone Pine* 

Pinus pinea 

50-80' Tall 
40-60' Wide 

40'-60' E 24”-36" 30'  

Lemon-Scented Gum* 

Eucalyptus citriodora 

60-100' Tall 
50-80' Wide 

60'-80' E > 36" 30'  

Red Ironbark* 

Eucalyptus sideroxylon 

50-90' Tall 
30-60' Wide 

40'-60' E > 36" 30'  

Rose Gum* 

Eucalyptus grandis 

60-100' Tall 
50-80' Wide 

60'-80' E > 36" 30'  

Silk Oak 

Grevillea robusta 

60'-75' Tall 
30'-40' Wide 

40'-50' E > 36" 10' 

Silver Dollar Gum* 

Eucalyptus polyanthemos 

50-75' Tall 
40-60' Wide 

60'-80' E > 36" 30'  

Sugar Gum* 

Eucalyptus cladocalyx 

60-100' Tall 
50-80' Wide 

60'-80' E > 36" 30'  

          The Correct Way to Plant a Tree 
          Always inspect for trunk damage and pests when       

selecting new trees from the nursery. 

*Flammable, tree contains combustible oils.  

Dripline 

Dripline refers to the area defined by the outermost  
circumference of a tree canopy where water drips  

from and onto the ground. 

Dripline 

Rancho Santa Fe Association 

www.RSFAssociation.org 

Santa Fe Irrigation District 

www.sfidwater.org 

RSF Protection District 

www.rsf-fire.org 

RSF Fire Landscaping Requirements 

www.rsf-fire.org/ordinances/

ordinances.html  

For detailed information on these 
trees and others, visit Cal Poly’s 
SelecTree database.  

www.selectree.calpoly.edu 

UC Davis Tree Irrigation Tips 

www.ccuh.ucdavis.edu/Events/

drought/tree-ring-irrigation-

contraption-tric-1/tree-ring-irrigation

-contraption-tric 

When staking is 

necessary, use two 

opposing, flexible 

ties. Ties should be 

placed on the lower 

half of the tree and 

allow for trunk 

movement. 

Gently pack backfill using 

water to settle soil 

around the root ball. 

Set root ball on firmly 

packed soil to prevent 

settling.  

Remove containers, 

wrappings, wires and 

ties. 

Trunk 

flare 

2”-4” layer of 

mulch 

Keep mulch 

1”-2” back 

from trunk. 

Additional Resources 

Document Version 0.1_ January 2017 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Platanus+racemosa&rlz=1C1WPZB_enUS696US696&espv=2&biw=1236&bih=877&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwio1YachszRAhUH1GMKHYG-CooQ_AUIBigB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Platanus+racemosa&rlz=1C1WPZB_enUS696US696&espv=2&biw=1236&bih=877&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwio1YachszRAhUH1GMKHYG-CooQ_AUIBigB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Pinus+canariensis&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj-kL-orNHRAhUmr1QKHUMNBesQ_AUIygEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Pinus+canariensis&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj-kL-orNHRAhUmr1QKHUMNBesQ_AUIygEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Cedrus+deodara&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiXk5u8rNHRAhXkyVQKHduFBRIQ_AUICCgB&dpr=0.9
https://www.google.com/search?q=Cedrus+deodara&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiXk5u8rNHRAhXkyVQKHduFBRIQ_AUICCgB&dpr=0.9
https://www.google.com/search?q=Pinus+pinea&espv=2&biw=1036&bih=1028&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi__cHYrNHRAhXLrVQKHREDDsIQ_AUICCgB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Pinus+pinea&espv=2&biw=1036&bih=1028&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi__cHYrNHRAhXLrVQKHREDDsIQ_AUICCgB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Eucalyptus+citriodora&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjx8PbjrNHRAhWLilQKHYliCGkQ_AUIwgEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Eucalyptus+citriodora&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjx8PbjrNHRAhWLilQKHYliCGkQ_AUIwgEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Eucalyptus+sideroxylon&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjR9Jz1rNHRAhXIqVQKHXTsAiIQ_AUI0AEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Eucalyptus+sideroxylon&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjR9Jz1rNHRAhXIqVQKHXTsAiIQ_AUI0AEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Eucalyptus+grandis&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjaqo7_rNHRAhUqilQKHa1XDz8Q_AUI1gEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Eucalyptus+grandis&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjaqo7_rNHRAhUqilQKHa1XDz8Q_AUI1gEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=grevillea+robusta&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiegPqTrdHRAhUnr1QKHV8MAjAQ_AUIyAEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=grevillea+robusta&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiegPqTrdHRAhUnr1QKHV8MAjAQ_AUIyAEoAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Eucalyptus+polyanthemos&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiE-M2irdHRAhXHz1QKHVe0D8YQ_AUIIygB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Eucalyptus+polyanthemos&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiE-M2irdHRAhXHz1QKHVe0D8YQ_AUIIygB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Eucalyptus+cladocalyx&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwixus-vrdHRAhWnilQKHRHHBh0Q_AUILSgB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Eucalyptus+cladocalyx&biw=1036&bih=1028&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwixus-vrdHRAhWnilQKHRHHBh0Q_AUILSgB

